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December 16, 2009
Our Mission December 20
Build community. 9:30 and 11:15 a.m

Seek inspiration.
Promote justice.
Find peace.

Our Vision
We dedicate ourselves
to:

- Expanding religious,
educational, and social
activities that serve
our congregation and
the larger community.

- Acting on our indi-
vidual and collective
commitment to pro-
mote social justice.

- Enhancing the diver-
sity of our liberal reli-
gious community.

- Improving the acces-
sibility and function-
ality of our facilities,
and ensuring that
they are an asset to
our community.

"Unexpected Beginnings:
A Musical Service"
The Rev. Axel H. Gehrmann
Fred Stoltzfus and Kent Conrad

December 24
5:00p.m. and 7:00p.m.
"Christmas Eve Candlelight Celebration"
An Intergenerational Service
The Rev. Axel H. Gehrmann
Please remember to bring along your
“Guest At Your Table” Boxes, (see pg. 10)

December 27
11:15 a.m. service only
“The Poetry of Winter”

Worship Committee

January 3
9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
"Standing on the Side of Love"
Association Sunday
The Rev. Linda Berez and
The Rev. Axel H. Gehrmann




Minister’s Corner
-Axel H. Gehrmann

These days it is easy to feel inundated by symbols and stories,
metaphors and layers upon layers of meaning.

We call it Christmas, following the conventions of our Christian
culture, whose religious vocabulary revolves around the life and death
of Jesus of Nazareth. But the holidays celebrated and the customs
observed this time of year include elements that both pre-date and
post-date Jesus, from miraculous birth and flame to evergreen branch
and flying reindeer.

These weeks surrounding the winter solstice are a regular bonanza of
sacred and secular significance, stretching from most crass economic
calculations to most sublime spiritual aspirations. Add to that our
personal stories: childhood memories, joyful and sad, poignant
thoughts of friends and family distant or departed, gratitude for gifts
given and received, the excitement of today’s children, and our own
hopes for the future.

It seems impossible to ignore the significance of the season. But it
seems equally impossible to fully grasp the multitudinous meanings
every moment holds.

That’s why, I believe, our simplest observances are the most crucial.
The first is to take time to be still, to cease our endless activity and
create a time and space so the spirit can move more freely within us, so
there is room for the deeper stirrings of our psyche.

The second is to pay attention. Pay attention to the people in your life.
Try to see more clearly, and hear more closely. Do, whatever you do,
with care. Be kind, to others and to yourself. Be grateful.

Without these two simple observances, all our holiday activities too
easily become mindless frenzy or hollow ritual. But if we remain still
and attentive, a single candle can brighten our darkest days, and a
simple song can lift our hearts.

See you in church,

AR



R.E. Matters
-Renée Cogil

A World of Winter Lights Crossword Puzzle

From our holiday pageant comes the theme of this crossword puzzle.

Happy Holidays to all!
L.
2 3. |4
5.
6.
ACROSS DOWN

3. A Celebration counting down
the days before Christmas.

5. A Jewish celebration of the re-
dedication of the Temple.

6. The longest night of winter.

1. What Unitarian Universalists
believe.

2. Led by the eldest daughter
and celebrated with a wreath
in her hair and homemade
rolls.

4. A Hindu festival of lights.




From the Board Chair

-Cindy Loui

“The Flame of Truth, Compassion and Community”. Those words
never fail to touch my heart when Axel utters them to close a Sunday
service. I am always reminded that Community is invariably listed in
the top 2 or 3 reasons people come to our church. Whether it's worship-
ing, working or socializing together, it's the human connections that
bring meaning and grace to our experience.

Recently I was talking to a friend from a 5,000 member Catholic church
in the Chicago area who was bemoaning the lack of community in her
church, that her experience at church tends to feel very anonymous.
She was in awe of the bonds of kindness and support that she heard me
talking about happening at our church. There are our Chalice Circles,
the UU Coffeehouse, Second Sunday Potlucks, Gastro dinners, Feminist
Book Group, Adult RE classes and all the eager support and help from
Care Core. I'm always so proud to hear people speak of how our
church community has welcomed and supported them; “Build Com-
munity”, is, after all, the very first phrase of our mission statement.

At Camp Unistar where I have been a counselor for Youth Week for
several years, the overriding theme to the week that makes it so mean-
ingful to all of us there is that, “it’s all about community”, being fully
accepted in a loving community, something teens (and adults, too, for
that matter) don’t find in a lot of places. We are very lucky to have
each other here in our church community and I thank you all for the
gifts you share with one another and our congregation.

Merry Christmas.




Volunteer Corner
-Peggy Patten

Recognizing our Unsung Stewards
There are many individuals who volunteer their time at Church, often
the behind the scenes in quiet, invisible
_l ways. From the first day they set foot in
] our Church (barely two years ago), Anne
& Dave Sharpe have applied their skills
(& they have many) to whatever task
needed doing: Stewardship, Property,
Membership, Social Action, Sunday
Crew, Board of Trustees. Now they are
leading the effort to make good use of
the wood from the Church’s recently felled walnut tree. Let Anne &
Dave Sharpe know you appreciate their service. If you know some-
one deserving our “unsung steward” recognition, let Peggy Patten
know at: m-patten@sbcglobal.net or 337-5668.

A new way to sign up for Sunday Crew tasks!

We are now using VolunteerSpot, a new web service, to help us or-
ganize our weekly sign up for Sunday Crew tasks: announcing, wel-
coming, ushering, providing decorations and hospitality. This service
is free, but there are advertisements on the page which you can hope-
fully ignore. We believe this is the best/easiest system for Sunday
Crew sign up. You can find the VolunteerSpot link on our Church’s
new Web site at: http:/ /uucuc.org/sunday-crew

Once you link to VolunteerSpot you will be asked to enter your email
address so the system can send you a link to your personal volunteer
page. Once you get that email, you can use the link in it to actually
sign up for Sunday Crew. (You'll want to save that email when you
get it so that you can use the link whenever you want to sign up in
the future.) We have reviewed the site's privacy policy and you do
not have to worry about your email address getting shared with any-
one. The site uses a calendar format which we think is pretty intui-
tive, but let Peggy know if you have trouble. Peggy can be reached
at: m-patten@sbcglobal.net. Thanks for helping us move into the 21st
Century!




Short Term Project Volunteer Opportunities

Want to help out at Church, but you have limited time for meetings or
long-term commitments? Consider one of the following short term vol-
unteer projects. Questions should be directed to the contact person
listed below.

Assist with our new Church Web site. If you can help with one or more
of the following tasks, contact Ryan Thomas, rthomas@mac.com or
Elaine Gehrmann, gehrmanns@aol.com.

- Content Coordinator: point person for all interested groups or indi-
viduals wanting to contribute content; checks site regularly for fresh-
ness and accuracy of content; works closely with the Editor.

- Editor: good writer with voice of the Church for prospective mem-
bers; provides quality control for photos and written content.

- Photo Manager: manages photo galleries including management of
consent; helps others get photos to right place; should be a little tech
savvy & a good organizer.

- Photographer: takes lots of photos especially of people engaged in
family, church, spiritual and social activities at Church.

- Image Editor: edits & uploads photos for use in Web site; needs to be
skilled in image-editing software.

- Consent Facilitator: gets consent for photos selected for Web use; a
non-technical role requiring good interpersonal skills.

- Audio Recorder: records worship services; this is a relatively non-
technical role that requires a consistent presence for Sunday services.

- Audio Editor: creates mp3s of sermons & special music performances
& uploads them to Web site; this role requires some skill with digital
audio-editing software.

- Communications/ Advertising Advisor: available to lend advice and
guidance on occasion.

Our Church Family

Joys and Concerns

Joys and concerns are not published on the website.



Church Announcements

December Shared Offering: Partner Church Committee

The December shared offering recipient is the Partner Church Commit-
tee. One of our partner churches is in Szekelykal, Romania, and one is
in the Khasi Hills of northeastern India. Our mission as a partner
church includes reaching across boundaries to connect with our part-
ners, challenging ourselves to be more open to different values and be-
haviors, and promoting global friendships, international awareness,
human rights, and a better world. Providing some financial assistance
to these two village communities is a part of this mission. Funds will
go toward health care and educational opportunities, giving global per-
spective to our social action, and strengthening the bonds of friendship
between us.

Special Choir Presentation, December 20th Services

On December 20, the adult choir, accompanied by organist Kent Con-
rad, will present Gerald Finzi’s Magnificat. He composed this setting of
the Canticle of Mary for the choirs of Smith and Ambherst Colleges
where it was first performed during a candle-lit Christmas Vespers con-
cert in 1952. Finzi was interested in composing a non-liturgical setting
of this text, hence the placement of an 'Amen' where typically a 'Gloria
Patri' would have concluded the work. Composed under several time
constraints, Finzi’s son, Christopher recalls how his father composed
the “Amen” that concludes the piece on the way to the post office, on
the back of the completed score. The work captures in unique and strik-
ing fashion the joy, wonder, and depth of purpose evident both in the
creative impulse of Finzi’s musicianship and the record of Mary’s re-
flections on her place in the New Testament story.

Walnut Tree Resurrected
A Task Force has been formed to determine ways to utilize the wood
from the walnut tree removed this past summer. Members of the task
force are Tim Temple, Jean Gillespie, John Coppess,
and BOT liaison Anne Sharpe. The first project is to
work with a local craftsperson to design and construct
a walnut welcome table for our entry hall. To that
end, bowls and cutting boards, crafted from the wal-
nut wood, were sold in December. In addition, Vir-
ginia and Chet Strohecker are offering hand-made
items for sale, with the proceeds also going to the ta-

ble fund.




Children's Choir

This fall our regular singers are Hannah Davis, Lana Fitzgerald, Emma
Herzog, Jonah Herzog, Mariah Laugesen, Liana Reichlin, and Jordan
Simons. A few other children have also sung with the choir. We thank
Jeremy Loui for playing the alto sax, and Sophia Gerhmann and Eliza-
beth Sanders for playing clarinets with the choir. We are grateful for the
support of Sally and Holt Babbit, who sponsored "Come, Come, Who-
ever You Are" in October; they submitted the winning bid at the service
auction last year. For more information about the Children's Choir,
call Michael Loui at 344-9151. We welcome new singers at any time.

Help the Homeless in our Area

Are you interested in helping the homeless in Champaign-Urbana?

We would like to find a member of our church who could attend the
planning/support meetings of the "Faith Coalition Supporting Safe Ha-
ven'. As you may know, Safe Haven is a grass roots organization of
homeless individuals who established a tent city in the backyard of the
Catholic Worker Home last summer. When they were forced to move
due to zoning regulations, they obtained temporary shelter at St. Mary's
Catholic Church and more recently moved into space at the Restoration
Urban Ministries in north Champaign (14 rooms rebuilt by members of
Empty Tomb). Churches have donated funds to help with renovation
costs and there are plans to develop micro housing units that additional
homeless people could live in on a longer term basis.

The Faith Coalition group is an interdenominational group of many
local churches. They meet weekly at 2:30pm on Tuesdays at First Men-
nonite Church of Champaign-Urbana.

We don't know how our church might be able to help in this effort, but
hope that a member or two of our congregation will be willing to attend
some of these meetings to keep us informed. Are you willing to be our
liaison person? Please contact the Social Action Committee (Jennifer
Greene and Pat Nolan, co-chairs) or Axel Gehrmann if you could be our
contact to this group.

Bucket Listers Meet Again

Afraid you might get to the end of your trail before doing all you had
hoped to do in your life? If so, maybe you'd like to join the Bucket Lis-
ters for their next meeting, Sunday, January 17th, 7-9pm.

Members of this church group provide a supportive environment for
discussing dreams and goals and strategies for achieving them.



UU Service Committee Holiday Cards Are Here

We are selling these cards to help raise funds for the worldwide social
justice work of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. The
cards can be purchased at the Social Action Committee table after each
Sunday service from now through December, or until they are gone.
Each packet of cards is sold for $10.

Questions and Answers on UUism

On January 3, following the worship service, the minister will offer a
brief orientation to Unitarian Universalism and this church in his office.
The session is informal and designed to answer your questions, what-
ever they may be. Everyone is welcome, whether you are new to the
church or have been attending for a while

Church History Book Still Available for Holiday Giving

Special Offer in December: $35 for Two! If you want a unique gift, or
just missed purchasing a copy when they first went on sale, this is your
last weekend to purchase the UU Church History book. Please stop by
the table in the fellowship hall between or after services Sunday or con-
tact Gail Hueting (ghueting@sbcglobal.net).

Guest At Your Table Boxes Available

Help yourself to a Guest At Your Table box and join in the tradition of
“feeding” the box with coins each time you enjoy a meal. Then on
Christmas Eve bring your box to church - you will be invited to place it
beneath the Christmas tree. Donations will go to the Unitarian Univer-
salist Service Committee to promote economic rights, advance environ-
mental justice, defend civil liberties, and helps in times of humanitarian
crisis. Boxes can be found on a table in Fellowship Hall.

Guest Speaker on January 3rd

Unitarian Universalists from across the country are standing together
on the side of love and living out what it means to affirm and promote
the inherent worth and dignity of all people. Come hear the Rev. Linda
Berez speak about the Unitarian Universalist Association's "Standing on
the Side of Love" Campaign on this Association Sunday and what it
means in our communities.

Rev. Linda Berez recently completed two years as consulting minister
of Lake Country Unitarian Universalist Church of Hartland, Wisconsin.
She and her partner, the Rev. Marcia Marino recently relocated to
Bloomington/Normal, Illinois where Marcia serves the congregation
there as their interim minister.



Building Community Together - by David Sharpe
(Mission Statement, Unitarian Universalist Church of Urbana-Champaign:
“Build community; Seek inspiration; Promote justice; Find peace”)

Why does “Build community” come first in our Mission Statement?
Could it be the threshold through which we discover how to achieve
the three that follow? The source of our inspiration, the strength for
our efforts to promote justice and the peace that could follow, the foun-
dation for our own sense of peace? Could it be that without a dynamic
faith community, none of the rest has meaning?

How do we build community? The community that comes from the
relationships between a people that make life more meaningful, richer,
more joyful. More fulfilling, empowering.

How do we build our faith community in the face of all the centrifugal
forces, distractions, commitments that can pull a community apart?
Send us off each in our own direction, searching alone? Leave us as
strangers, frequently to ourselves and certainly toward each other.

How do we find the time, the energy, the resolve? Discover the joy?

How does our church, with its 250 members and numerous friends go
about building community? Doesn’t community require intimacy, face-
to-faceness? How do we build community, and at the same time
enlarge it, let strangers come in?

1

If we can, in fact, build community, can we say “Job well done!” and
move on to the next item in our Mission Statement? Statement #1 done,
checked off the list so we can go to the others? Or is building commu-
nity the most important thing we do? What we nourish continually?
What gives us the strength to enlarge our sense of community beyond
our walls so that we can promote justice and find peace? Isn't it really
the work of a lifetime?

How do we find the answers? There are no blueprints. We won't find
the answers in a “10 Easy Steps” book. We can’t borrow them from the
congregations down the street. They have found their own answers, or
not. In fact, there aren’t any MY answers or YOUR answers. The only
real answers are the OUR answers. We will find them together. They
will fit. Feel right. Work. They will be OUR’s.

Each of us is the key to building and sustaining our community
through our participation, our care and our financial gifts to our
church. Let’s continue to build our faith community for all the reasons
that we need it, and need each other. Let’s discover the joy together.

10



Upcoming Events

Help with our special hospitality after each Christmas Eve service
Please bring a plate of cookies to share during hospitality after our ser-
vices on Christmas Eve: 5:00 or 7:00 pm. Help our clean up crew by
bringing home your plate at the end of the evening too. If you can as-
sist with clean up after either Christmas Eve service (or can usher or
welcome), please sign up our VolunteerSpot Web site. VolunteerSpot is
described more fully under Peggy Patten’s Volunteer Corner column
elsewhere in this Uniter. Thanks!

It's Back

A Spiritual Practices Workshop Sampler is back. Mark your calendar
for the second annual Spiritual Practices Workshop Sampler, Saturday,
January 23t from 10:00 - noon.

Together we will learn about spiritual practices and have a chance to
experience three different practices. This year we are pleased to have
Jason Mierek leading our meditation workshop, Barbara Jauhola will
introduce us to a walking mediation using a labyrinth, and Sally Bab-
bitt and Dave Sharpe will introduce us to Tai Chi. One of the great parts
about this workshop is you can bring the whole family, grandma, the
kids, your friend or neighbor next door. These three workshops are
meant for all ages and will repeat three times throughout the morning,
so you can try all three. Mark you calendar. You won’t want to miss
this.

Church Groups

Adult Discussion Group meets Sunday in the library for a lively dis-
cussion of topics ranging from political to religious and beyond. The
group meets Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome! Led by

Chuck Cooper.

Bridge Group meets from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Children’s Chapel. Due to
the holidays, their next meeting dates is December 28. All levels are
welcome. Contact: Barb Mann: barber_mann@yahoo.com.

Gastronomical Society Group hosts themed potluck dinners once a
month at a member's home or at a restaurant. This group is open to
anyone who loves to cook various ethnic and regional cuisines and to
try new things. Contact Emily Sanders (emily@sanders-home.net) for
more info.
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U.U. Play Group For children from birth to 5 years of age. Join us Fri-
days from 10:30-12:30 in the nursery. Can’t find us? Look for us on the
playground. It is a chance for young children to play and socialize, and
for adults to meet other UUs. Contact: Renée Cogil, 384-8862 or re-
director@uuc-urbana.org.

Women’s CommUUnity An informal discussion group for women
and an opportunity for quieter, more in-depth discussion and connec-
tion. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:15 p.m. in
the Library. Next meeting: January 27. Join us! Please contact Maryly
Crutcher if you would like to be a newcomer to the group:
maryly7@comcast.net.

Feminist Book Group. An opportunity to read works by women and
to discuss them in a friendly and supportive environment. Meets the
3rd Tuesday of the month, from 7 to 9 pm in the Library. Next meeting
is January 19. The book for discussion is “Female Trouble: Stories” by
Antonya Nelson. For more information, contact Karen Folk, fox-
folk@aol.com or 367-9723.

Join a Chalice Circle

Chalice Circles are an opportunity for friends and members of the
church to develop deeper connections and wider service within our
community through small-group involvement.

Chalice Circle - first and third Thursday of the month, 7:15 pm. Con-
tact Geoff Levin (384-1827, glevind7@comcast.net)

Chalice Circle —second Monday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Contact
Elaine Gehrmann (344-2335, Gehrmanns@aol.com).

Caring for Aging Parents and Elders Circle — third Monday of the
month, 7 p.m. Contact Karen Retzer or (352-9482).

Writer’s Circle — third Thursday of the month, 7:00 p.m. Contact Pat
Nolan (384-7477, pnolan96@aol.com)

Sustainable Living/Deep Ecology Chalice Circle Third Friday of the
month, 7 - 9 p.m., with optional 6:30 dessert potluck. Contact Amy
Hassinger: amyhass@gmail.com; 384-7735 or Emily Laugesen: emilys-
laugesen@yahoo.com; 384-5921.
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Prayer of the Earth

Space-hanging Earth,
fragile as a Christmas babe
delicate as a Christmas Tree ornament:

nurture us as a mother nurtures children,
like Mary nursing Jesus.
Forgive our hurtful ways.
Help us to fairer sharing.

And so may you sustain all earth's children and all earth's
beings
even your Earthly self
unto all generations and
into all time to come.
Amen

Andrew M. Hill

Source: Original
Copyright: The author has given Unitarian Universalist Association member
congregations permission to reprint this piece for use in public worship. Any
reprints must acknowledge the name of the author.

Would you like to subscribe to our weekly E-News letter? If so,
please send your name, phone number and email address to
admin@uucuc.org. If you would like to announce your church related
events in the E-News, please send your submission to
admin@uucuc.org no later than Thursday, noon.

The Uniter is published every two weeks from September through May
and every three weeks during the holiday season and summer months.
Please submit announcements by email to admin@uucuc.org. The
next submission deadline is Noon, Thursday, December 24, 2009.
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Calendar of Church Events - 2009

Date

Thursday, 12/17

Friday, 12/18

Saturday, 12/19

Sunday, 12/20

Monday, 12/21

Tuesday, 12/22

Wednesday, 12/23

Thursday, 12/24

Friday, 12/25

Sunday, 12/27

Monday, 12/28

Wednesday, 12/30

Time

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

715 pm

10:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

3:30

9:30 a.m.

11:15 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

11:15 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Event

Personnel Committee

Writer’s Chalice Circle

Chalice Circle
Playgroup
Care Core

Sustainable Living/Deep
Ecology Chalice Circle

Caroling

Worship Service
Worship Service

Caring for Aging Parents
and Elders

Board of Trustees

Choir Rehearsal

Christmas Eve Service

Office Closed

Worship Service
One Service Only

Bridge Group

Choir Rehearsal

Location

Child. Chapel

Library

YRUU
Nursery
Library

Fellowship
Hall/Library

Fellowship HI.

Sanctuary

Library

Library

Sanctuary

Sanctuary

Sanctuary

Child. Chapel

Sanctuary
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The Unitarian Universalist Church
of Urbana-Champaign
309 W. Green St., Urbana, IL 61801-3221
(217) 384-8862 uucuc.org

Elected Officers (BOT = Board of Trustees member)

Cindy Loui, BOT Chair May, 2010
Teresa Jones, BOT Treasurer May, 2010
Anne Newman, BOT Clerk May, 2011
Brian McNurlen, BOT Worship Committee May, 2010
Pamela Van Wyk, BOT Finance Committee May, 2012
Anne Sharpe, BOT Property Committee May, 2011
Peggy Steele, BOT Social Action Committee =~ May, 2012
Cynthia Hoyle, BOT Personnel Committee May, 2011
Cindy Ingold, BOT Vice Chair, Ministry May, 2010
Chris Carlson, BOT Membership Committee May, 2011
Jesse Spencer-Smith, BOT =~ Moderator May, 2010
Amy Robison Financial Secretary May, 2011

Committee Chairs

Chris Hannauer, Finance

Bob Strauss, Personnel

Sam Beshers, Worship

Emily Laugesen, Green UUs

Tom Gillespie and Jerry Carden, Property
Jennifer Greene and Pat Nolan, Social Action
Geoff Levin, Ministry

Ann Brodsky, Religious Education

Doug Jones, Membership

Brigitte Pieke, Partner Church

Peri Ceperley, Care Core: gethelp@uuc-urbana.org

Staff

Axel Gehrmann, Minister minister@uucuc.org
Tues, Wed, Fri: 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Renée Papini Cogil, re-director@uucuc.org

Director of Religious Education
Tues-Thurs: 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., call ahead

Janis Meesey: Office Administrator admin@uucuc.org
Mon-Fri: 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Fred Stoltzfus, Choir Director fstoltzf@illinois.edu

Kent Conrad, Music Director kconrad@rocketmail.com

Beth Cobb, Assistant for Services bethac54@comcast.net

Elsa Holden, Childcare Coordinator eholden2@illinois.edu

Myron Winkler, Sexton

Jacob Sicinski, Sunday Sexton
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